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For Immediate Release

SIF Data Model Specification (Australia) 3.6.1 Release Highlights
Enhanced OpenAPI Integration

Washington, DC, 21 November 2023--- Following the success of the May release, The A4L Community
Australian Data Standards Working Group is proud to announce the launch of the SIF Data Model
Specification (Australia) 3.6.1. This release builds on the foundation laid in May, where critical steps
were taken to affirm individuals' identities within the education technology landscape. Now, with version
3.6.1, the Specification continues its commitment to advancing standards and interoperability, with a

particular focus on the enhancement of the OpenAPI presentation.

Support for OpenAPI, a JSON-native standard for online API documentation originally incorporated in
the SIF Data Model Specification (New Zealand), has undergone substantial updates in version 3.6.1.
The enhancements include a meticulous expansion and testing process, ensuring seamless alignment
with the intricate data models of both the SIF Data Model Specification (Australia) and the SIF
Infrastructure Specification (Global).

Key efforts during this update involved the thorough mapping of SIF/ XML to PESC JSON convention,
reinforcing the clarity of representation, and the precise depiction of SIF/JJSON structures in JSON
Schema. The result is a more robust and user-friendly documentation experience for developers and

stakeholders alike.

SIF Data Model Specification (Australia) 3.6.1 not only incorporates the latest developments in the SIF
Infrastructure Specification (Global) but also aligns seamlessly with the OpenAPI representation for both
infrastructure and data models. This integration ensures a harmonious and standardized approach to

API documentation, facilitating interoperability and ease of implementation.

This achievement is the outcome of collaborative efforts between the NSIP team in Education Services
Australia and the A4L International Technical Board. Their joint work laid the groundwork for future
releases, with the added capability of enabling the SIF Data Model Specification (North America) to

express its data model to OpenAPI and JSON Schema.
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"We are thrilled to unveil the SIF Data Model Specification (Australia) 3.6.1, a testament to our
commitment to advancing standards and facilitating a seamless experience for our user community,"
said John W. Lovell, Technology Director, AdL Community. "The collaborative efforts between
Education Services Australia and the A4L International Technical Board underscore the importance of

community-driven development, paving the way for future innovations and enhancements."

To view the SIF Data Model Specification (Australia) 3.6.1. please visit: https://data.a4l.org/sif-

specifications-australia/

To find out more about the SIF Infrastructure Specification (global), please visit: https://data.a4l.org/sif-

infrastructure/

#HH

About the Access 4 Learning Community

The Access 4 Learning (A4L) Community, and its special interest group the Student Data Privacy
Consortium (SDPC), is a unique, non-profit collaboration composed of schools, districts, local
authorities, states, US and International Ministries of Education, software vendors and consultants. The
Community is “Powered by SIF” as its major technical tool to help manage learning data simply, securely
and in a scalable, standard way regardless of platform. The SDPC is designed to address the day-to-
day, real-world multi- faceted issues faced when protecting learner information by setting common
expectations between market providers and end users. The A4L Community has united these
education technology end users and providers in an unprecedented effort to ‘connect and secure
effective learning ecosystems’ to give teachers more time to do what they do best: teach. For further
information, visit https://www.A4L.org.
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